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LETTER FROM FR. SCOTT

Welcome to the season of preparation -
Advent. The name Advent comes from
the “ad-venire” meaning “to come to”; it
is also the start of our liturgical year.
Now is a time of waiting, hope, peace,
joy, and love. In Advent, we prepare our
hearts and minds as we remember the
First Coming of the Son of God to
humanity and to celebrate the Nativity
of our Lord (Christmas). 

The Advent season not only calls us
deeper into prayer, it also calls into
care and connection with each other.
We wanted to share with you all some
of the things that have taken place
lately and a few highlights of what’s to
come. All of these could not happen
without you, thank you to all of our
volunteers. 

We hope to see you all in December.
Advent blessings to everyone! 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Scott Connolly
Pastor 
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UPCOMING HOLY DAYS AND HOLIDAYS
Reconciliation Services 
Services at St. Edward and St. George have passed 

Saturday,  December 11th 
11:00 AM at St. Peter 

Tuesday, December 14th
6:00 PM at St. Paul - No Mass 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Tuesday, December 7th
6:00 PM Vigil Mass at St. Paul (live-streamed)
7:00 PM Vigil Mass at St. George

Wednesday, December 8th
8:30 AM Mass at St. George (School)
8:30 AM Mass at St. Edward (Nativity School)
10:30 AM Mass at St. Peter (Bilingual 
 Mandarin)
6:00 PM Mass at St. Edward (Bilingual
Spanish)

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Sunday, December 12th 
1:00 PM Misa en Español at St. Edward

Simbang Gabi
Saturday, December 18th 
5:30 PM Mass at St. Peter 

December 15-December 23  
6:00 PM Mass at St. Edward each day except
December 19th, Mass that day will be at
10:30 AM 

Organ Concert 
Sunday, December 19 
5:00 PM at St. Edward
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Christmas Eve
Friday, December 24th
4:00 PM Mass at St. Paul 
4:00 PM Mass at St. George
5:30 PM Mass at St. Peter 
6:00 PM Mass at St. Edward
8:00 PM Misa en Español at St. Edward

Christmas Day
Saturday, December 25th 
8:30 AM Mass at St. Paul (live-streamed) 
8:30 AM Mass at St. Peter
10:30 AM Mass at St. Edward
10:30 AM Mass at St. George
10:30 AM Mass at St. Peter (Mandarin) 

Feast of the Holy Family 
Sunday, December 26th
Sunday Masses only. No Saturday Vigil Masses

Solemnity of Mary Mother of God
Not a Holy Day of Obligation this Year 
Friday, December 31st
6:30 PM Vigil Mass at St. George 

Saturday, January 1st  
10:30 AM Mass at St. Edward (Bilingual)  

The Epiphany of the Lord 
Sunday, January 2nd 
Regular Weekend Mass Schedule, including
Saturday Vigils 

The parish offices will be closed Friday, December 24th through Sunday,
January 2nd, 2022. Offices reopens Monday, January 3rd. If there is an urgent
matter please call St. Edward 206-722-7888. For life and death emergencies please

call 206-420-2079. Thank you.



THE SEASON OF ADVENT

How familiar are you with the season of Advent? Take some two minutes to
watch this Busted Halo video, https://youtu.be/eC0FGQLBp7w, about how this
season is a time of waiting, hope, and preparation. We are called to wait in
joyful hope for not only Christmas, but also Christ's second coming at the end of
time. Part of waiting is preparing our hearts and minds. This Advent, spend
some time asking how you can prepare for Christ to come into your heart and
life. One of the ways we can prepare and learn about this season of Advent is
through our Advent devotions. Below are a few of these traditional devotions
you can learn more about. 

ADVENT WREATH
Another prayerful devotion and tradition is an Advent wreath. With an Advent
Wreath we light a different candle each week symbolizing the Lord’s first
coming into the world, as well as the anticipation of his second coming to
judge the living and the dead. The three purple candles represent our prayer,
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ADVENT CALENDAR
One way to joyfully anticipate and prepare for Christmas is an Advent calendar.

One Advent Calendar resource comes from Catholic Relief Services (CRS). As the
international outreach arm of Church, CRS promotes the dignity of the human

person and assists the poor and vulnerable oversees. That is not all they do
though. They also provide us with many prayer resources including an annual
Advent Calendar. Consider signing up online at https://www.crs.org/advent-

calendar to receive their Advent Calendar including a daily email with a
reflection on how this season connects with the needs of our displaced global

family. Loyola Press also offers several Advent Calendars that you can find online
at: https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-

year/advent/calendars/.

penance, and preparatory sacrifices and goods
works during Advent. The rose colored candle is lit
on the third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday.
Gaudete Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing,
because we are at the midpoint of Advent, now
the Lord is near. We await His coming not with
fear, but with joy. Join us each Sunday of Advent
as we bless our Advent Wreath. You can also bless
your family wreath at home using a blessing
offered by the USCCB online at:
https://www.usccb.org/prayers/blessing-advent-
wreath.

https://youtu.be/eC0FGQLBp7w
https://youtu.be/eC0FGQLBp7w
https://www.crs.org/advent-calendar
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/calendars/
https://www.usccb.org/prayers/blessing-advent-wreath


SOUTH SEATTLE CLUSTER GIVING TREE
Now is a season of giving and all parishioners are invited to support our second
annual South Seattle Cluster Giving Tree. This Giving Tree supports local South
Seattle Families through the CCS Program PrePs based at St. Edward which
supports families with children under the age of 5. Please visit our virtual
Giving Tree at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C48A9A729ABFCC25-
annual or pick up a tag at Mass. We are asking that all gifts are returned
between now and Sunday, December 12th. You can return gifts after Mass or
directly to the Parish Office. All gifts should be returned in a gift bag (not
wrapped, bags only) with their attached family number on a tag. The family
number is the letter/number at the front of the sign-up slot or on the tag. 

All are welcome to volunteer to sort the gifts after the 10:30am Mass at St.
Edward on Sunday, December 12th. Please visit our online form at
https://forms.office.com/r/3dihRNHcwj to sign up for a volunteer slot. Thank
you for considering how we can all help care for our brothers and sisters in
need this holiday season. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCES
Are you looking to serve those in need? Consider joining one of our St. Vincent
de Paul (SVdP) Conferences. Each conference is a small group brought together
by shared service, spirituality, and friendship. Together we help those in need in
our own community and we grow together in God's love. We could use your
help this holiday season - contact the parish office to learn how you can help
us.  The St. Edward SVDP will be providing holiday food bags to families.
Volunteers are needed to help sort food on December 12th after the 10:30am
Mass and help distribute to families from 10am-12pm on December 18th, both at
St. Edward.
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OUTREACH HIGHLIGHT: COVID-19 VACCINE CLINICS

Recently our Cluster hosted three additional COVID-19 vaccine clinics. Two of
these clinics were at St. George School to help provide easy access to families

with children between the ages of 5-11. We had over 150 children receive the
vaccine! We also hosted a booster shot clinic at St. Edward for our whole

community - we helped get booster shots to just over 170 community members.
These clinics were a continuation of our vaccination outreach to help keep all

members of our community safe and healthy. In 2021, we also hosted two 300-
person clinics to our parishes in February and March, two smaller clinics over

the summer, and a clinic with PrePs for Dios de los Muertos. This brings our
total COVID-19 vaccine doses done at our cluster to be over 1,100 doses given

out! We hope to bring more clinics to the community soon. If you would like to
support efforts like this, contact your parish office! 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C48A9A729ABFCC25-annual
https://forms.office.com/r/3dihRNHcwj


PASTORAL PLAN
Archbishop Paul D. Etienne is
inviting all Catholics in the
Archdiocese of Seattle to go deeper
in their relationship with Jesus. This
invitation to be a listening, local-
mission focused Church is woven
throughout our new Archdiocesan
Pastoral Plan. This process started in
2020 when Archbishop Etienne
appointed thirteen lay
representatives and two clergy
consultors to a new Archdiocesan
Pastoral Council. There was then an
online Catholic survey and listening
sessions that helped guide the
planning process. The goal is to help
us have a conversion experience so
we can draw closer to the Church
and joyfully share Christ with the
world today. While people can
encounter Christ in many ways, the
plan helps us to reexamine how we
are living for Christ by providing a
few simple steps to help guide how
we encounter the Lord and share
His love and joy with others.
Throughout Advent, we will be
exploring this Pastoral Plan at our
parishes. We are grateful you are
able join us on this journey! You can
read and learn more on the
Archdiocese of Seattle website at:
https://tinyurl.com/azcmcm27 

SYNOD
In addition to our Archdiocesan
Pastoral Plan, our universal Church is
involved in a global listening process.
Pope Francis is inviting us to listen
and participate in “For a Synodal
Church: Communion, Participation,
and Mission”. Synods generally last
only three months and are focused
on a specific topic. This synod is
instead a two-year reflection focused
on the topic of synodality itself - how
the Church listens and consults. 

This two-year process is divided into
three phases. The first is from now
until April 2022 and invites Catholics
across the globe to participate in a
diocesan listening phase. Second is a
continental listening phase from
September 2022 to March 2023. The
final third phase will be at the
Vatican in October 2022.  

Here at the South Seattle Cluster we
will host our shared parish listening
sessions on Saturday, January 8th at
St. Edward from 9:00am to 11am.
More information about that will be
available soon. We hope you can
save the date to join us now! 

In his October opening remarks for
the Synod, Pope Francis said, "Let us
ask: in the church, are we good at
listening? How good is the hearing of
our heart? Do we allow people to
express themselves, to walk in faith
even though they have had
difficulties in life, and to be part of
the life of the community without
being hindered, rejected or judged?"
We join in praying with others
throughout the world that this
process is a prayerful and
transformational one. 
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You can find our
Pastoral Plan

Prayer online at
https://archseattl

e.org/wp-
content/uploads/
2021/05/Pastoral
Planning_Prayer.

pdf

https://archseattle.org/about-the-archdiocese-of-seattle/archbishop-etienne/pastoralplanning/pastoral-plan/
https://archseattle.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/PastoralPlanning_Prayer.pdf


A Prayer for the Poor
From Catholic Community Services & Catholic Housing Services 

of Western Washington
 

Lord, let Your Light shine where people feel
forgotten and hopeless.

 

Let Your Light comfort the ill, the
abandoned and the abused.

 

Let Your Light lift up those who suffer at the
hands of hate and prejudice.

 

Help us to be Your ears to listen to the cries
of the poor.

 

Help us be Your voice speaking out of love
and compassion.

 

Help us be Your hands that feed, clothe and
shelter those most in need.

 

Help us bring Your Light and Hope to those
in this world who feel lost and unloved.

 

Lord, hear our prayer.
 

Amen
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Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter! During this time of
Advent, may each of us prayerfully reflect on how we can prepare for the Lord

by living out our faith. If you have any questions on any of these resources,
would like to get more involved, or have something for us to share in our next
newsletter, please email laurenp@ccsww.org. Thank you and we wish you a

joyful and healthy Advent season

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY SERVICES (CCS) & CATHOLIC
HOUSING SERVICES (CHS)
Even during the pandemic CCS/CHS accompanied and worked alongside
those most in need, serving nearly 100,000 men, women, and children this
past year with over 170 programs. This mission of light and hope is one that
is only possible through our support of the annual CCS Appeal for the Poor.
Consider how you can join in supporting this mission of mercy through
prayer, advocacy, volunteerism, or a generous donation by visiting
https://ccsww.org/ccs-week/. 

http://ccsww.org/
https://ccsww.org/ccs-week/

